Chapter XII

Of Adoption

All those that are justified, God vouchsafes, in and for His only Son Jesus Christ, to make partakers of the grace of adoption,[1] by which they are taken into the number, and enjoy the liberties and privileges of the children of God,[2] have His name put upon them,[3] receive the spirit of adoption,[4] have access to the throne of grace with boldness,[5] are enabled to cry, Abba, Father,[6] are pitied,[7] protected,[8] provided for,[9] and chastened by Him as by a Father:[10] yet never cast off,[11] but sealed to the day of redemption;[12] and inherit the promises,[13] as heirs of everlasting salvation.[14]
This chapter teaches (G.I. Williamson):
(1) That those who are effectually called (regenerated in order that they might respond to the gospel) and justified (declared just with God) also have conferred upon them the grace of adoption,

(2) That adoption is closely related to regeneration and justification, but distinct from them, and 

(3) That they are thereby made children of the living God.

[1] EPH 1:5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will. GAL 4:4 But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, 5 To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.

[2] ROM 8:17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. JOH 1:12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name.

[3] JER 14:9 Why shouldest thou be as a man astonied, as a mighty man that cannot save? yet thou, O Lord, art in the midst of us, and we are called by thy name; leave us not. 2CO 6:18 And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. REV 3:12 Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name.

[4] ROM 8:15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.

[5] EPH 3:12 In whom we have boldness and access with confidence by the faith of him. ROM 5:2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.

[6] GAL 4:6 And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.

[7] PSA 103:13 Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear him.

[8] PRO 14:26 In the fear of the Lord is strong confidence: and his children shall have a place of refuge.

[9] MAT 6:30 Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and tomorrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith? 32 For after all these things do the Gentiles seek: for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. 1PE 5:7 Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.

[10]HEB 12:6 For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.

[11] LAM 3:31 For the Lord will not cast off for ever.

[12] EPH 4:30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.

[13] HEB 6:12 That ye be not slothful, but followers of them who through faith and patience inherit the promises.

[14] 1PE 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you. HEB 1:14 Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation?

Qn 1:  Give scriptural proof that God’s predestination if it is to eternal life is unto adoption?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Qn 2:  What is meant by ‘adoption’ in human relationship?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Qn 3:  Usually, what benefits legally, do parents give to their adopted children?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Qn 4:  What is meant by adoption, when God adopts?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Qn 5:  When God adopts, with what is this adoption inseparately connected?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Qn 6:  According to John 1:12, what does God give to those adopted by Him?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Qn 7:  According to “Romans 8: 16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: 17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together” what privileges does God give to His adopted children?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Qn 8: According to Eph 1:4-8 and Gal 4:4,5 (Ephesians 1:4-8, "According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love:  Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will,  To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved.  In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;  Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence;"  Galatians 4:4-5, "But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law,  To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons."), how is adoption related to election?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Qn 9:  Again based on Eph 1:4-8 and Gal 4:4,5, how does our adoption relate to Christ’s work of atonement and justification?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Qn 10:  Is God the father of all men?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Qn 11: Are all men brothers?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Qn 12:  Comment on the reality of such relationships – “father”, “brothers”, “sisters” in the household of God.  Is this relationship real in our church?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Qn 13:  What is the difference between our sonship and the sonship of the Lord Jesus Christ?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Qn 14:  How should this difference cause us to wonder, when we are made heirs and joint-heirs with the Lord Jesus Christ?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Qn 15: Can the prayers of those not adopted by God be answered by God?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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